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SUBJECT: PUBLIC HEARINGS ON METRIC STANDARDS OF FILL FOR 
WINE 

REF: STATE A-3805 

1. PUBLIC HEARINGS ON PROPOSED U.S. METRIC STANDARDS OF 
FILL WERE HELD JUNE 11. WINE INSTITUTE PRESENTED CASE FOR 
PROPOSAL, INCLUDING SUMMARY OF CONSULTATIONS WITH INTER 
NATIONAL INDUSTRY GROUPS UNDERTAKEN BY INSTITUTE IN 
ARRIVING AT SET OF SIX PROPOSED SIZES. INSTITUTE NOTED 
THAT PROPOSED SIZES HAD BEEN APPROVED BY INTERNATIONAL 
FEDERATION OF PRODUCERS AND WHOLESELLERS OF WINES, SPIRITS 
AND LIQUEURS IN NOVEMBER, 1973. (REP OF GERMAN WINE 
INDUSTRY RESERVED HIS POSITION AT THIS MEETING.) 

2. FOREIGN INTERVENTIONS AT PUBLIC SESSION WERE AS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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MEXICO: REPRESENTATIVE OF NATIONAL WINE ASSOCIATION OF 
MEXICO REQUESTED INCLUSION OF 0.72 LITER BOTTLE, MOST 
WIDELY USED SIZE IN MEXICO. 

UK: REPRESENTATIVE OF U.K. FOOD AND DRINK COUNCIL 
PLUMPED FOR 0.70 LITER SIZE. ARGUING THAT CONSUMER DECEP- 
TION WAS NOT DANGER IN CASE OF GREAT MAJORITY OF WINES 

IMPORTED IN BOTTLES, SINCE THESE WINES ARE BOUGHT FOR 
REGION, QUALITY AND REPUTATION, NOT QUANTITY. HE ALSO 
URGED INCLUSION OF MINIATURE SIZE (0.10) AS DID REPRESENT- 
ATIVE OF BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PERRY MAKERS. 
GERMANY: GERMAN WINE INDUSTRY REP ARGUED FOR INCLUSION 
0.70 LITER SIZE. NOTING THAT THIS SIZE MANDATORY IN FRG AND 
ACT OF BUNDESTAG WOULD BE REQUIRED ALLOW BOTTLING IN OTHER 
SIZES, WHICH WOULD REQUIRE 2-3 YEARS. HE SUGGESTED 
TOLERANCE OF 0.70 LITER AS REGIONAL SPECIALTY OR LONG 
TRANSITION PERIOD, TO 1980, WHICH IS PERIOD CONTEMPLATED 
BY EC COMMISSION PROPOSAL. 

PEPSICO REPRESENTATIVE ARGUED FOR INCLUSION OF 0.80 
LITER SIZE TO ACCOMODATE IMPORTS OF RUSSIAN SPARKLING 
WINES. 

3. RECORD OF HEARINGS WILL BE HELD OPEN FOR 60 DAYS FROM 
JUNE 1 1, UNTIL COB AUGUST 12. INTERESTED PARTIES MAY 
MAKE WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS FOR PUBLIC RECORD UNTIL THAT 
DATE. SISCO 
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